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GOLF TEE 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a device, in particular a golf tee, for supporting an 
object such as a golf ball on a ground surface such as the surface of a 
teeing mound. 

Golf tees are usually made from wooden or plastics materials. Although 
these materials are softer than the metal club face of a golf club, in use the 
tees do sometimes damage the club face. In use the tee is also often 
broken and broken tees tend to litter golf courses and cause damage to 
mower blades on the golf course. 

South African patent no. 87/5576 discloses a golf tee which is made up of 
two parts. The first part defines a rigid shaft for the tee and the second part 
defines a cup for the tee. The cup, which is arranged to support a golf ball, 
is made from a yieldable material and is designed to absorb impact when it 
is struck by the face of a golf club. The object of this is to stop the tee from 
breaking and also to cause less damage to the club face. However, in 
practice, this type of tee does break and also causes damage to the club 
face especially if the club face strikes the rigid shaft. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a golf tee that addresses these 
problems. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the invention there is provided a device for supporting a ball, 
such as a golf ball, on a ground surface, such as a teeing mound, the 
device including: 

a base; 

engagement means for engaging the base to the ground 
surface; and 

at least one elongated resilient support member, extending from 
the base, which defines a support surface for supporting the 
ball. 

Advantageously, the device includes a plurality of support members, in 
form of bristles, which extend from an operatively upper face on the base 
and which define the support surface. 

The bristles may be from 30 to 10mm in length, preferably the bristles are 
either 27mm, 22mm or 15mm in length. 

Advantageously, the bristles are arranged on the upper face to define an 
annular support surface for supporting the ball. 

Typically, the annular support surface has an inside radius of 5mm and an 
outside radius of 7,5mm. 

Advantageously, the bristles are arranged in clusters, typically from 8 to 15 
clusters, with from 10 to 25 bristles per cluster. 

The bristles are preferably made from nylon and have a thickness of 
0,4mm. 

Typically, the upper face of the base is circular in shape and has a width of 
about 18mm. 
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The engagement means is typically a pointed shaft which extends from an 
operatively lower face on the base and which is arranged to be pushed into 
the ground surface. 

Advantageously, the shaft is formed integrally with the base. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a side view of a golf tee according to the invention 
supporting a golf ball; 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional side view of the golf tee of Figure 1, with 
the support bristles removed; and 

Figure 3 is a top view of the golf tee of Figure 1, with the support 
bristles removed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to Figure 1, a golf tee according to the invention, for supporting a 
golf ball 12 on a ground surface 14, is shown generally by the numeral 10. 
The golf tee 10 includes a base 16 defining an operatively upper face 18 
and an operatively lower face 20. A pointed shaft 22 extends from the 
lower face 20 and support bristles 24 which are elongate and resilient 
extend from the upper face 18. The support bristles 24 define an annular 
upper support surface 26 which supports the golf ball 12. The annular 
support surface 26 has an inner radius R<i of 5mm and an outer radius R 2 of 
7,5mm. The support bristles 24 are made of nylon and have a thickness of 
0,4mm. The support bristles 24 are arranged in clusters 28 of about twenty 
bristles per cluster. There are twelve clusters 28 of bristles 24. 
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Referring to Figure 2, the base 16 is formed integrally with the shaft 22 and 
is typically moulded from a hard plastics material such as acrylonitrile 
butadine styrene (ABS plastic). The length L of the shaft 22 depends on 
the ground surface on which the golf tee is to be used. Typically, the shaft 
22 has a length of about 30mm. 

Referring now also to Figure 3, the upper face 18 of the base 16 is circular 
in shape and has a width W of 18mm. A series of holes 30, (in this case 
twelve holes), are formed in the upper face 18. The twelve holes are 
arranged in a circular formation. About twenty bristles are inserted into 
each hole 30, to form the clusters 28 shown in Figure 1 . 

In use, the shaft 22 of the golf tee 10 is inserted into a ground surface such 
as a tee mound until the lower face 20 of the base 16 comes into contact 
with the ground surface. A golf ball 12 is placed on top of the support 
surface 26 defined by the bristles 24 and the golfer then hits the ball 12 off 
the golf tee with the club face of a golf club (not shown). 

The advantage of the golf tee 10 according to the invention is that when the 
ball is hit, the face of the golf club only comes into contact with and passes 
through the soft resilient bristles 24 of the tee. The soft resilient bristles 24 
do not damage the club face and provide very little resistance or deflection 
to the club face when the golf ball is hit. Another advantage is that (unless 
the club face hits the base 16) the tee is not broken when a ball is hit. This 
saves golf tees and there is less littering of a golf course with broken golf 
tees. 

Referring to Figurel, the height H of the support bristles 24 may vary from 
30mm to 10mm, depending on the golf club used and the preference of the 
golfer. In practice, the golf tee 10 according to the invention is provided 
with support bristles 24 with heights H of 27mm, 22mm or 15mm. A golfer 
can then select the tee height that he or she wishes to use. 



WO 00/45905 PCT/IB00/001 04 

-5- 



Although this invention has been described for supporting golf balls, it is 
envisaged that it may be used for supporting other types of balls that 
require a support from which they are hit or kicked. 
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CLA1MS 

1. A device for supporting a ball on a ground surface, the device 
including: 

a base; 

engagement means for engaging the base to the ground 
surface; and 

at least one elongated resilient support member, extending from 
the base, which defines a support surface for supporting the 
ball. 

2. A device according to claim 1 which includes a plurality of support 
members, in form of bristles, which extend from an operatively 
upper face on the base and which define the support surface. 

3. A device according to claim 2 wherein the bristles are arranged to 
define an annular support surface for supporting the ball. 

4. A golf tee for supporting a golf ball on a ground surface, the golf tee 
including: 

a base; 

engagement means for engaging the base to the ground 
surface; and 

at least one elongated resilient support member, extending from 
the base, which defines a support surface for supporting the 
ball. 



5. 



A golf tee according to claim 4 including a plurality of support 
members, in form of bristles, which extend from an operatively 
upper face on the base and which define the support surface. 
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6. A golf tee according to claim 5 wherein the bristles are arranged to 
define an annular support surface for supporting the ball. 

7. A golf tee according to claim 6 wherein the annular support surface 
has an inside radius of 5mm and an outside radius of 7,5mm. 

8. A golf tee according to any one of claims 5 to 7 wherein the bristles 
are from 30mm to 10mm in length. 

9. A golf tee according to claim 8 wherein the bristles are 27mm, 
22mm or 15mm in length. 

10. A golf tee according to any one of claims 5 to 9 wherein the bristles 
are arranged in clusters with from 10 to 25 bristles per cluster. 

11. A golf tee according to any one of claims 5 to 10 wherein the 
bristles are nylon bristles and have a thickness of 0,4mm. 

12. A golf tee according to any one of claims 4 to 1 1 wherein the upper 
face of the base is circular in shape and has a width of about 20mm. 

13. A golf tee according to any one of claims 4 to 12 wherein the 
engagement means is a pointed shaft which extends from an 
operatively lower face on the base and which is arranged to be 
pushed into the ground surface. 

14. A golf tee according to claim 13 wherein the shaft is formed 
integrally with the base. 
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